Class 5 Owls 
Newsletter Term 1 2023
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Welcome back after the summer break, we hope you had a wonderful time. We are very excited to be working in Class 5 this year which will be a mix of Year 5 and Year 6 children. We have a very busy and exciting year ahead of us as some of our children start their final year at South Wingfield Primary School and prepare to make the move to secondary school. 
Class 5 Owls will be taught by Mrs Fisher all day on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and Thursday morning. Mrs Hicking will teach the children on a Thursday afternoon and Mrs Panesar will teach the class on a Friday. We are very lucky to have support from Mrs Hicking, Mrs Wilmot and Emma across the week. 
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Our topic for Term 1 and 2 
Our topic for the first half term is all about the Maya Civilisation and we will move onto finding out why the Amazon Rainforest is important.  As a class we will read The Whizz Pop Chocolate Shop by Kate Saunders and The Explorer by Katherine Rundell and a lot of our English work will link to these texts. In Science we will be finding out about living things and their habitats. To find out more about the curriculum head over to Class 5 Owl’s page on the school website where you will find a brief outline of what will be covered in all subjects. 

Keeping you informed
At the beginning of each term we will post on the school website termly information, including spellings, knowledge organisers and key events. These will include everything that you and your child will need to know ready for the upcoming term.  This is to save on paper, so please do keep checking the website for recent school newsletters and information too. The school text messaging service will be used to communicate important information to you. 

Online learning and Homework[image: Image result for online learning]
We are very lucky as a school to have a variety of on-line subscriptions for pupils to use at home. As many of you know, these include: Bug Club, TT Rockstars, Spelling Shed and Sumdog. Children will be given copies of passwords for school and home use. We know there can be teething problems at the start of the new school year with passwords not working but all children will have usernames and passwords that work by week 2 of this term. 
We had a discussion in class about homework expectations and we agreed the following as something we should be aiming for in Class 5 this year.  
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Spelling Shed
	TT Rockstars
	Bug Club or Reading Book
	Sumdog

	3 x per week
	3 x per week
	5 x per week 
	2 x per week 


 
Usernames and passwords. Don’t worry if your child has mislaid their username and password card. Please let us know, either in person, or through the home/school diary and we can give you the information they’ll need to get going online. 
Spellings: Pupils will be set weekly spellings. The spelling list will be handed out at the start of term and lists will be tested on Fridays. Lists will be available on the Class 5’s page on the school website. 

Reading 5 x a week: Please sign the reading record book so that once your child has read 5 times in a week.

Topic-related homework: Your child will choose something which interests them that is linked to our topic (a separate sheet will be given to your child with some ideas on). Time will be set aside in class for children to share their completed work. 


PE in Class 5 
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Children will have PE once a week which will be taught by Amber Valley School Sports Partnership on Tuesdays. Class 5 Owls will be swimming for this term which will take place on Wednesday afternoon. A separate letter and consent forms will be sent out separately.   
On Tuesdays children should come to school dressed in their PE kit. This consists of blue or black shorts, a white or blue T-shirt, black or blue jogging bottoms or leggings, a blue or black sweatshirt or hoodie and trainers with grip. Children should not be wearing football kits, sparkly t shirts or fashion wear. Canvas shoes or sandals are not safe when taking part in physical activity. No earrings should be worn to school on these days please. Children should wear normal school uniform on a Wednesday when it is swimming unless swimming is not taking place in which case children should come to school in their PE kits as we will be doing PE in school when not swimming. 

Home School Diary 
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You may remember that our talented Year 6 children visited David Neiper Academy for an Enterprise Day in the summer term last year. As a result of winning the day, the children’s planner that they designed are being made into Home-School diaries which we will be using with the children. Our children have done a fantastic job of designing these diaries and we will be using these straight away.  

Class Requests
To make the day run smoothly and minimise items being lost, we ask that all school uniform is clearly-labelled and that children attend each day with the following:
· Home/School diary – containing details of their reading at home sessions.
· An individual reading book from the library or home, as agreed with teachers.
· A labelled water bottle. It is important that the children stay well hydrated.
· Your child has all the stationery they require in school.  Please do not send in pencil cases or stationery.
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We hope this newsletter will answer some of the questions you may have about how we work in Class 5 but if you do have any other questions then please do ask. The best time to catch us is at the end of the day when we have a little more time. 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.
Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you need more information about helping your child. We believe that when home and school work in partnership, children benefit the most. You could also check the school website and Class 5’s own page where we post photos and information regularly about what we are up to.

You can contact Mrs Fisher via the following email address:
cfisher11@southwingfield.derbyshire.sch.uk
You can contact Mrs Panesar via the following email address:
spanesar@southwingfield.derbyshire.sch.uk

The Class 5 Team 
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