Class 4 Foxes
Newsletter
Autumn 2

Hello and welcome back! | hope you've all had a lovely half term and
a fantastic Halloween for those who celebrate! I'm sure plenty of
sweetshave been eaten! Autumn 2is always a very busy termfilled
with fun activitieson therun up to Christmas. | have included as much
information as possible on this newsletter but if anything else is
added/changed | will be sure to let you know via Class Dojo.

At the beginning of each term, | will upload the new term documents
tothe class page on the website and to our class story on Dojo, these
willinclude everything that you and your child need to know ready for
the upcoming termincluding:

¢ Medium term plan which says what we will be covering in
each subject- this will also be printed out
Newsletter with important dates for the term — this will also be
printed out
Weekly spellings for the term-these will also be printed and
put in the children’s bags
Knowledge Organisers for Topic, science, and Computing.
These have useful facts and vocabulary on themto help
support the children’s learning throughout the term.

Topics we will be learning in Autumn 2!
During Autumn 2 children will have the opportunitytolearn about the
Stone Age tothelron Age, children will learn that prehistoryis the time
before writtenrecords began and that
we know about thistime from the sources of evidence left behind that
have been studied by archaeologists. They will learn that
prehistoric times went through a series of ages, during which early
Britons made huge technological advances for the time and
left a lasting mark on the British landscape. Children will also explore
key concepts such as settlement, migration,
tribe and technology.

o Duringscience thisterm Y4 children are going to be looking at states of
matter. They will be looking at exploring solids liquids and gases.
Changing states, using scientific equipment, measuring temperature
changes, learning about the water cycle and completing an
evaporation experiment.




For the topics children will be covering in all other subjects please
make sure to have a look at the Medium-Term Plan which is on our
class page on the school website.

O
PEin Class 4

Children willhave PE twice a week, one of them being taught by
Amber Valley and the other being taught by their class teacher.
Children will be coming into school dressed in theirsports clothes
therefore PE kits do not need tobe brought intoschool. Please be
aware that this year we would like children to follow our PE policy in
regards to PE uniform which is a plain white/ black or blue t-shirt,
black/blue joggers or shorts and sensible footwear. No named brands
or football shirts please. Last half term we had some children that were
comingin clothes that were not suitable for PE, it is not a non school
uniform day. For Class 4 children need to come in their PE kits on a
Tuesday and a Thursday.

Reading expectationin school and at home

In school children will be part of a guided reading group and will also
have the opportunity toread individually to an adult at school. They
willbe expected toread at least 3 times a week at home, but § times is
the ideal. It does not always have to be theirreading book, it may be a
book of theirown choice, a comic or even a newspaper. It would be
helpful if reading at home was recorded in their reading record by
either the child or an adult.

Once children let me know that they have finished theirreading book,
they willchange it and | will write their new book in theirreading
record. If your child does finish a book, they can do comprehension
activitieslinking tothe book theyhave read, this might be answering
questions on the book, writing a book review, retelling the story etc.

Reading in KS2 is not just about fluency it is also about comprehension
and understanding of the text, reading comprehension is something
that we willbe focussing on a lot thistermin Class 4.

We have a huge variety of new books bothin our school library and
thereading corner in our classroom, my main aim asis to get as many
children tolove reading as possible, therefore if your child has finished
book bands and is a library reader and is not enjoying the book they
have chosen they are more than welcome to ask me if they can swap
it.l don’t want any child tofeel like they have tofinish a book just
because they've chosen it.




Please can | remind you that it is the expectation that children bring

their reading packet with the book and reading record into school
EVERY day. Last ferm we had children forgetting theirreading packet

and they ended up missing out on notices, 1-1 reading with an adult
etc.

Every Friday | will check thereading children have done at home, any
parent notesthat have been writtenin there and as a class we will also
write down theirhomework, spelling rule and times table for the
following week.

Homework in Class 4

Last term your child was given a folder with all theirlog in details to our
online schemes. (Spelling shed, TT Rockstars, Sumdog) It isimportant
your child keeps this safel

If children lose theirusername and password for an online scheme,
please email me and | willresend it toyou. There is an expectation that
your child logs onto TT Rockstars and Spelling Shed at home.

Homework will be completed online using the platforms SumbDog or
Spelling Shed. Sumdog is an online maths programme linking to the
work we are doing in our mathslessons and Spelling shed links tothe
children’s weekly spellings. Homework will not be set every week but
when it is | will writeit in your child’s reading record and also put a
message on class dojo.

Each term children will also be asked to complete a homework project
relating to the topic that we are learning in class. Our topic for Autumn
2is Stone Agetolron Age therefore | would like children to choose
something that interests them about this topic and produce a piece of
work around this. Their work could take any form. It could be a
PowerPoint presentation, a piece of writing, a combination of typed up
research and hand-drawn pictures, they might like to do some artwork
or produce a model, write a story, song, or poem. Children can
complete their piece of topic homework at any point during our
Autumn 2term and they are more than welcome to bring it into school
toshow therest of the class and if possible, have it added to our topic
display. However, if you would prefer to email your child’s topic
homework tome then that is absolutely fine tool | can then print a
picture of it out for display.




Class Dojo

Asyou may be aware from last half term we have now set up Class
Dojo. Lots of parents are connected to our class page which is
fantastic tosee! Children will be given dojo pointslinking to our school
rules of being ready, respectful and safe. You can also communicate
towith me via message on the app too. All of our beginning of term
documents will also be uploaded to our class page as well as a Friday
round up message. Please can | remind parents that class dojo is not to
be used to let school know about absences or appointments as the
messaging system is not always checked during the school dayso can
any absences or appointments please go through the school office.

Other useful information

If possible, could all uniform and water bottles please be
labelled! Children will keep theirjumpers on their pegs if they
take them off and theirwater bottles will stay on their desks
throughout the day. However, making sure everythingis labelled
just ensures no mix ups at home time!

Mrs Pepper will teach the children for my PPA on a Thursday
afternoon

Mrs Pepper will be helping out in Class 4 every morning alongside
Di.

Every Friday children willhave a weekly spelling test and TT
Rockstars test. Children have been given theirweekly spellings for
the term and the times table they need to practice for TT
Rockstarsis on the math’ssection of the medium-term plan. | will
send a text message home every Friday letting you know your
child’s spelling score.

On the South Wingfield website, we have a class page. At the
beginning of term, | will upload all the term documents to this
page! If you would like tohave alook at these, you can find out
class page under. Children- Class pages- Class 4 Foxes.




Diary Dates

Please go onto the school website and look atthe whole school
newsletter or calendarfor any important dates thisterm. You can
find both of these under the parents tab. If there are any important
dates relating to our class, | will also add these to our newsletter.

4" November- Inset Day
6t November- TT Rockstars Day - children to come dressed as a
Rockstar
8t November- Book Fair
12th November- Y5/6 Visitto the Open Centre in Derby
13t and 14t November- Parents Evening
15t November- Police Visitto each class
WC 11™ November- Anti Bullying Week
15t November- Children in Need- children to wear something spotly
20" November- Class 4 free planting at South Wingfield Station
10t and 11" December- KS1 Nativity
12 December- Christmas Jumper Day

If you hav e any questions regarding anything discussed in this newsletter,
please feel free to drop me an email.

kw areham@southwingfield.derbyshire.sch.uk

I willrespond to your query as soon as possible. However, | amteaching on
arrival at school and throughout the day. If you email after 6pm, the message
may not be seen until the next day. Therefore, if you need an urgent
response, please phone the school office on 01773 8328%0

| am so excited to hav e your childin my class and I'mlooking forward to all
the exciting thiswe are going to get up to during their time in Year 4/5!

Kind Regards
Miss Wareham
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