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    Newsletter
     Spring 2 


Hello and welcome back! I hope everyone has had a lovely February half term. I can’t believe we are now over half way through the school year! I have included as much information as possible on this newsletter but if anything else is added/changed as the term goes on I will be sure to let you know via Class Dojo. 

At the beginning of each term, I will upload the new term documents to the class page on the website and to our class story on Dojo, these will include everything that you and your child need to know ready for the upcoming term including:  

· Medium term plan which says what we will be covering in each subject 
· Newsletter with important dates for the term – this will also be printed out 
· Weekly spellings for the term- these will also be printed and put in the children’s bags
· Knowledge Organisers for Topic, science, and Computing. These have useful facts and vocabulary on them to help support the children’s learning throughout the term. 

Topics we will be learning in Spring 2! 
Last term as a class we looked at the geography of China including things like the economy, landmarks etc. This half term we will be focussing on the history of China. The children will learn who the Ancient Shang people were, where and when they lived, using maps and atlases to locate Shang cities. They will also learn about the role of the king, the religious beliefs and rituals of the Shang people and how oracle bones were used in divination ceremonies. The children will also examine a range of Shang artefacts and draw conclusions about what they can teach us. The unit ends with a close look at the remarkable discovery of the first intact Shang tomb which belonged to the military general and high priestess Fu Hao. 

For the topics children will be covering in all other subjects please make sure to have a look at the Medium-Term Plan which is on our class page on the school website and uploaded on Class Dojo. 

PE and Swimming in Class 4

C4 will continue to have swimming this term on a Wednesday afternoon. They will also have a PE lesson on a Tuesday afternoon taught by Mr Woodhouse. In addition to this we are lucky enough to have a special visitor coming in and doing a dance workshop with each class on a Wednesday morning. Therefore, this term children need to come in their PE kits on a Tuesday and a Wednesday and also bring their PE kits with them on a Wednesday too. Please be aware that this year we would like children to follow our new PE policy in regards to PE uniform which is a plain white, black, or blue t-shirt, black/blue joggers or shorts and sensible footwear. No named brands or football shirts please. 


Reading expectation in school and at home

In school children will take part in a daily whole class guided reading session where adults in the classroom have the opportunity to listen to all children read. At home they will be expected to read at least 3 times a week, but 5 times is the ideal. It does not always have to be their reading book, it may be a book of their own choice, a comic or even a newspaper. It would be helpful if reading at home was recorded in their reading record by either the child or an adult. 

Once children let me know that they have finished their reading book, they will change it and I will write their new book in their reading record. If your child does finish a book, they can do comprehension activities linking to the book they have read, this might be answering questions on the book, writing a book review, retelling the story etc. 

Reading in KS2 is not just about fluency it is also about comprehension and understanding of the text, reading comprehension is something that we will be focussing on a lot this term in Class 4. 

We have a huge variety of new books both in our school library and the reading corner in our classroom, my main aim as is to get as many children to love reading as possible, therefore if your child has finished book bands and is a library reader and is not enjoying the book they have chosen they are more than welcome to ask me if they can swap it. I don’t want any child to feel like they have to finish a book just because they’ve chosen it. 

Please can I remind you that it is the expectation that children bring their reading packet with the book and reading record into school EVERY day. Last term we had children forgetting their reading packet and they ended up missing out on notices, 1-1 reading with an adult etc. 

Every Friday I will check the reading children have done at home, any parent notes that have been written in there and as a class we will also write down their homework, spelling rule and times table for the following week. 

Homework in Class 4

If children lose their username and password for an online scheme, please email me and I will resend it to you. There is an expectation that your child logs onto TT Rockstars and Spelling Shed at home. 

Homework will be completed online using the platforms SumDog or Spelling Shed. Sumdog is an online maths programme linking to the work we are doing in our maths lessons and Spelling shed links to the children’s weekly spellings. Homework will not be set every week but when it is I will write it in your child’s reading record and also put a message on class dojo. 

Last half term we had some amazing homework projects based around our topic of China so thank you so much to everyone that got involved! This half term our topic is looking at the history of China, therefore if children would like to create a second piece of homework based around The Shang Dynasty I will be more than happy to add it to our display, however as we are continuing the same topic focus as last half term there is no pressure to complete a second piece of homework. It is completely up to the children! 

Class Dojo

Please can I remind parents that class dojo is not to be used to let school know about absences or appointments as the messaging system is not always checked during the school day so can any absences or appointments please go through the school office. I am also teaching throughout the school day therefore your message might not always be responded to straight away. I will be responding to messages between 8am-6pm and not outside of these hours. 



Other useful information

· Mrs Pepper will teach the children for my PPA on a Thursday afternoon  

· Mrs Pepper will be helping out in Class 4 every morning alongside Mrs Baterbee. 

· Every Friday children will have a weekly spelling test and TT Rockstars test. Children have been given their weekly spellings for the term and the times table they need to practice for TT Rockstars is on the math’s section of the medium-term plan. I will send a text message home every Friday letting you know your child’s spelling score. 

· On the South Wingfield website, we have a class page. At the beginning of term, I will upload all the term documents to this page! If you would like to have a look at these, you can find out class page under. Children- Class pages- Class 4 Foxes. 
                                      Diary Dates

Please go onto the school website and look at the whole school newsletter or calendar for any important dates this term. You can find both of these under the parents tab. If there are any important dates relating to our class, I will also add these to our newsletter. 

Police Visit- 3/03
World Book Day- 6/03
Tough Rower- 12/03
[bookmark: _GoBack]MP Visiting- 14/03
Parents Evening- 19/03
Parents Evening- 20/03








If you have any questions regarding anything discussed in this newsletter, please feel free to drop me an email or message me on Class dojo. 
kwareham@southwingfield.derbyshire.sch.uk 

I will respond to your query as soon as possible. However, I am teaching on arrival at school and throughout the day. If you email after 6pm, the message may not be seen until the next day. Therefore, if you need an urgent response, please phone the school office on 01773 832890


Kind Regards
                                                        Miss Wareham 
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